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Eastern Michigan  

Arabian Association  

DARIN MILLER 

AWARD  

Darin Miller was a young woman 
who dearly loved her horse, Par 
Excellance, and EMAA; she was 
regretfully taken from us just short 
of her 16th birthday.   
 
An annual EMAA award was cre-
ated in Darinôs honor that recog-
nizes an EMAA memberôs person-
al achievements in and/or out of 
the show ring.   
  
If there is an EMAA member that 
stands out in your mind for going 
the extra mile, who has assisted 
you, who you have seen assisting 
others, or that you have seen 
volunteering when your club has a 
job to do; then you know of a 
member who could be nominated 
for this award. 
  
The nomination processes is sim-
ple; write a letter to the EMAA 
Board naming the individual and 
explaining what the individual did 
and why you believe that person is 
deserving of this recognition.  The 
Board will review all applications 
and make the final decision.  
  
Deadline for nominations is 
10/31/11. Email submissions may 
be sent to info@emaa.org.  
 
Regular mail may be sent to 
Christine Young 
3309 Lake George Road 
Dryden, MI  48428. 

SEPTEMBER 2011  

Hello EMAA: 

Happy 25th Anniversary!  Another year is in the books.  I hope you 
had a successful and memorable year.  To be successful you obvi-
ously needed to have the right lead, a good headset, and remember 
the entire  dressage test; however, I hope you also experienced the 
other side of success by making some wonderful memories with your 
horse, got some great pictures, made some new friends, tried a new 
event, helped a new member learn the ropes, volunteered when you 
had a minute, said thank you to the hard working office staff, and 
were able to laugh at situations that didnôt go exactly according to 
plan. 

I believe this was a good year for the club.  We held our own with at-
tendance of people and horses even with the economy challenge.  
We tried several new things including open dressage, option classes, 
junior classes, and cowboy church which all appeared to have been 
well received.  AND most importantly we paid all our bills and are 
able to have the annual banquet.  

As a reminder the Banquet is Saturday November 19th.  We strongly 
encourage each member to bring an item to donate to the silent auc-
tion.  The item does not need to only be ñhorseyò, remember almost 
everyone at EMAA also has a dog, or a goat, too!   The silent auction 
is a great way and an easy way to contribute to the cost of the ban-
quet and the banquet awards/ribbons.  EMAA hands out over 500 
ribbons, medals, trophies, awards, and traveling trophies!!!  Be sure 
to come and join the fun. 

In celebration of the 25 years, if you have any old EMAA pictures you 
would like to share, please let the Board know and/or bring them with 
you to the banquet.  

If you have not returned your traveling trophy to me yet, please con-
tact me and make arrangements to drop it off. Send an email to presi-
dent@emaa.org.  

Next year will be a year of many changes in the club.  Not the least of 
which will be Cathy and Chris Campbell stepping down from working 
in the show office and show management.  Even though we know 
how hard Cathy and Chris workéI donôt think we REALLY know how 
hard they work and how much time they put inéor how much time 
and effort Justin and Curtis also contribute to the success of the 
show.  We are not filling one or two positionséwe are having to re-
place an entire familyéand the historical knowledge loss will be vast.  
EMAA, individually and collectively, says thank you to the Campbell 
Family for all their patience, smiles, commitment, ideas and service 
over the years; you have all played an enormous part in the 25-year 
EMAA story. 

Sincerely,   
Patricia A. Murley,  President 

mailto:president@emaa.org
mailto:president@emaa.org
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Board of  Director meeting minutesñAug 10, 2011 

A regular meeting of the Eastern Michigan Arabian Association Board of Directors was called to 
order at  7:10p.m., President P. Murley presiding.  Present:  Danielle Hawes, Lora Hicks-Thorsby, 
Patricia Murley, Pam Sabourin, Kim Winger, Heather Zofko-Bills.  Excused:  Christopher Camp-
bell, Michael Young 
Guest: Pat Cole, Christine Young 
 
Approval of Minutes.  It was moved by P. Sabourin, supported by K. Winger that the minutes of the 
regular meeting of July 13, 2011 be approved with amendments.  Ayes:  All, Nays:  None. MO-
TION CARRIED 
 
Treasurers Report:  C. Young reported that the balance is $20,621.92 in account.  No bills due at 
this time.  It was moved by D. Hawes, supported by P. Sabourin to accept the treasurerôs report as 
given. Ayes:  All, Nays:  None.  MOTION CARRIED 
 
Committee Reports:  Show Manager:  K. Winger reported no ribbons need to be ordered.  Show 
numbers from 3rd show not in.   
 
Dressage:  Kim Winger reported that the July show had a full schedule, 144 Arabians and 20 open 
breed horses.  (73 open breed horses so far this year).  Ring ran behind at times due to bit 
checks.  Discussion followed regarding legal bits and putting more rules and information in our rule 
book regarding dressage.  Need 165 rides @ $10.00 per ride to break even of cost to run dres-
sage at each show.  Still researching tent.  Helmet rule:  Everyone must have an ASTM approved 
helmet. 
  
Judges:   Fourth show judge is Lisa Powell.  Points:   Point Accumulation to be reviewed at end of 
show season.  Youth Representative:  No report.  Suggestion Box:  No report.  Banquet:  Meeting 
August 30th at 7pm at Holiday Inn.  Advertising:  Purchased Gold Sponsorship for $150 for the 
MAHABF show.  Ad copy and check have been sent.  Membership:  157 total.  Newsletter:  C. 
Young reported that articles for August issue are due on Friday August 12th.  Web site:  No report. 
 
Going-on:  D. Hawes reported Canadian Nationals August 15-20th.  First NAAHSA World Show 
August 24-27th in Lexington VA. Arabian Sport Horse Nationals 9/28 thru 10/2, Kentucky Horse 
Park. 
 
Ribbons:  None needed for last show.  EMAA & Futurity:  No report. 
 
Old Business:  Cowboy Church; five people attended at July show. 
 
Show Manager Position:  Draft of duties for show manager and assistant manager was handed 
out.  Discussion followed. 
 
New Business 
Showing out of Trailer:  Some issues have arisen at previous shows regarding our rule on no 
showing out of trailer. Discussion followed regarding what needs to be done to prevent this. 
 
Abusive Language:  Need to look into enforcing proper behavior.  This is a family organization. 
 
Fairground Contracts/dates for 2012:  C. Young reported that MSU contract has been signed for 
June 22-24, 2012.  Deposit carries over from last year.  Have contacted Shiawassee and Ingham 
to confirm 2012 dates.  They are both busy with fair right now; asked to call back in September.  
Midland Fairgrounds has no dates available in 2012, but will keep us on the list. 
 
Adjournment 
It was moved by D. Hawes, supported by P. Sabourin that the meeting be adjourned.  Ayes: All; 
Nays:  None.  MOTION CARRIED 
  
The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 pm.  The next regular meeting of the Board will be September 
14, 2011 at J. Porters in the Holiday Inn in Flint off of US-23 and Hill Road. 
 
L. Hicks-Thorsby, Secretary 

Board of Director 

meetings are held on 

the second 

Wednesday of each 

month. 

Members are 

welcome to attend. If 

you have a particular 

item that you would 

like to have 

addressed, please 

send an email to 

info@emaa.org a few 

days in advance so 

that we can add it to 

the agenda. 

Meetings are held at 

the  

Holiday Inn Flint: 

 

J. Porterôs American 

Chophouse 

5353 Gateway Center 

Flint, MI  48507 

7:00 pm 
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Board of Directors  

 
President 

Patricia Murley 
President@emaa.org 

 
Vice-President 

Heather Zofko-Bills 
vicepresident@emaa.org 

 
Secretary 

Lora Hicks-Thorsby 
lhicks@emaa.org 

 
Treasurer 

Michael Young 
info@emaa.org 

 
Director at Large 

Pam Sabourin 
psabourin@emaa.org 

 
Director at Large 
Danielle Hawes 

dhawes@emaa.org 
 

Director at Large 
Kim Winger 

dressage@emaa.org 
 

Director at Large 
Youth Advisor 

Chris Campbell 
Campbell@emaa.org 

 
Newsletter/Website 

Christine Young 
info@emaa.org 

 
To send a message to the entire 

board: 
emaaboard@emaa.org 

2011 EMAA Year End Awards Banquet 
November 19, 2011 at Stonegate Banquet Centre 

1086 N. Irish Road, Davison, MI   
 
This year we are celebrating our 25th Anniversary!!   Come to the banquet 
dressed in SILVER or PURPLE (this yearôs color scheme), and automatically be 
entered into a drawing for a special door prize! 

Ú Banquet ticket order deadline is October 31st. Ticket orders postmarked af-
ter 10/31/11 will be charged an additional $10 per ticket. Ticket order forms will 
be mailed to all current members, and are  also available on the HOME page 
of the website and in this newsletter 

 

Ú Congratulatory ads for the banquet program are due by October 31st. There 

is a form attached to the ticket order form, available on the website and in this 
newsletter. Take this opportunity to thank your trainer and friends, or congratu-
late a student or child on their accomplishments this year. 

 

Ú There are several Board of Director positions that will be voted on at this 
year's banquet. Please consider running for office and take an active role in 
EMAA's future. Nomination forms will be available on the website. In order to 
be included on the ballot, we will need signed nomination forms by October 
31st. Nominations will also be accepted from the floor at the banquet. 

 

We are encouraging each member to bring one item for the Silent Auction. The 
proceeds from this auction go a long way towards subsidizing the cost of the ban-
quet and awards, so please help if you can. Just bring your items to the banquet 
and check in with Danielle Hawes. Thanks!  
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